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CONFIDENTIAL 


United States Delegation 
Paris Meetings on Yiet-Nam 
American Embassy 
Paris , France 

June 2, 1969 


Dear Mr. President: 

Recently I received a letter from a man whom I consider 
to be one of the very best informed persons on South Viet— Nam. 
He is a highly intelligent American who is happily married to 
a Vietnamese. I have the utmost faith in what he says — based 
on my experience with him when I was on duty in Saigon. 

What he says shows so clearly that you are on the right 
track that I thought you would derive well-merited 
satisfaction from readinft. it. 

The pertinent excerpts are as follows: 

"The GVN as a whole will not, in my opinion, improve 
at a satisfactory rate until the US stops doing the job 
for them. Too many advisors and military assets are used 
as surrogate GVN resources. A sprained ankle is best 
walked on to insure an early recovery regardless of the 
initial pain. 

"When these resources are reduced, the GVN will be 
forced to do better or fail. I honestly believe they 
will not fail. There is a stirring of political forces 
now, in reaction to a possible NLF entry into the game. 
The NLF presence as a fact of life is probably the only 
catalyst that will stop the in-fighting between 
nationalists. 

"A reduction of US force and advisory resources 
would not only be beneficial as a catalyst for the GVN, 
but many of my ex-Viet Minh and ex-NLF friends have 
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pointed out what a damaging blow this would be to the 
NVN plans. 

"They reason that the only hope for an *NLF Victory 1 
is to protract the conflict beyond the acceptable US-time 
frame. US KIA, US dollars spent, future US elections, 
are all factors in the equation which determines that 
time frame. 



"Our stance up to now has been quid-pro-quo from the 
NVN to get them to reduce at the same time. The fact is 
that while the NLF and NVN military forces are hurt badly, 
their time frame is greater than ours. Their political 

organization is almost entirely intact. 

"The US should have confidence in the GVN ability, 
that has been historically illustrated, to survive. We 
should no longer play by old rules. By using reason, we 
could reduce the US resource level enough to affect the 
factors of the equation governing our time frame. By 
demonstrating to the NVN that the reductions benefit the 
US and do not hurt the GVN~quite the contrary, strengthen 
the GVN— the NVN plans to win by default are in disorder. 
’My’ Vietnamese loudly proclaim that a unilateral reduction 
of force and advisory personnel would create havoc in Hanoi 
political planning. 

"As you know, I am more than fond of Vietnam and the 
Vietnamese. I could never advocate a move that would be 
too disadvantageous to them. 

"I strongly support the above reasoning if a US 
guarantee is given the GVN that all US forces will not 
be withdrawn until an acceptable political solution is 
found." 


In a later letter he adds the following: 

"NVN units, while still a formidable force, are not 
having an easy time of it when they take on ARVN units. 
Recently, even the 18th Div ARVN came out even in a clash 
with NVN units. That very poor division generally ranks 
10th amon g ARVN units... 

"I assure you, Mr. Ambassador, that there are 50,000 
U.S. military surplus here. They exist in Navy, Air Force, 
Engineers and some combat support facilities. I can also 
assure you that the war can be fought more economically. 
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I recently witnessed (in our favorite Province, Long An) 
expensive air strikes used to cut and burn NIPPA palm 
areas. The advisor admitted that an armored personnel 
carrier would have done the job also, at a fraction of 
the cost. 


”1 am disturbed to my moral quick with some U*S. 
military attitudes concerning troop reductions. A 
catalyst must be Introduced to cause the SVN to simply 
increase their present level of efficiency upwards to 
their proven capability. The Vietnamese troops from PF 
to AHVN are the greatest ’defenders' I have seen. They 
fight well when being attacked because they have to fight 
or die . I think it is time to give them their graduation 
certificate and begin a slow process of sending them out 
into the adult world. 

"Surveys conducted by JUSPAO recently and my own 
contacts tell me that even in this crucial time the 
majority of the people in urban areas want the U.S. to 
begin getting out, without abandoning them. Their pride 
has been suffering. Many Lower House Members whom I 
have known for a long time have begun to take a jaded 
view towards the U.S. Xenophobia is on the rise and its 
cause in the Saigon-Long Binh area is principally - con-" 
tractor personnel. The sooner we can get th e^ contracts 
out^and the Third Country Nationals with them^ 

(ur rapport with the true Vietnamese psyche will be. 

"The President's eight points were well received by 
what I consider honest Nationalists. Less so by the 
'establishment* types." 

With warm and respectful regard?, 

Faithfully yours, 





Henry Cabot Lodge 
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